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Synopsis

For more than a decade, photographer Linda Dufurrena has recorded with powerful eloquence the
rugged, heartbreakingly beautiful landscape of northern Nevada and the patterns of life on the
Dufurrena family ranch in the Quinn River Valley. Her work has appeared in magazines and has
been widely exhibited, but now, for the first time, more than 100 of her finest photographs are
collected in book form. Accompanied by a brilliant essay by her daughter-in-law, teacher and writer
Carolyn Dufurrena, that discusses the rhythms of the land and of life on the ranch, the photographs
in Fifty Miles from Home vividly depict the heart of the West and its fabled ranch culture. Within the
fifty-mile circle of territory over which the Dufurrena family ranch operates - territory ranging from the
edges of the barren Black Rock Desert to high, aspen-filled mountain basins - Linda and Carolyn
Dufurrena follow the annual cycle of ranch work and the seasonal changes of the surrounding
landscape. Life in this remote Nevada backcountry is shaped by the challenges of the austere Great
Basin desert around the ranch and by the time-honored skills of generations of ranch families. We
witness in Linda Dufurrena’s magnificent color photographs the seasons of lambing and cattle
drives; the work of cowboys and sheepherders; the animals around the ranch, from orphan lambs to
horses; and the close-knit ranch community of the multigenerational Dufurrena family and its hired
workers. And around the ranch, in every direction, are vistas of breathtaking beauty as the natural

landscape evolves through the seasons, as flowers bloom and storms pass overhead.
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Customer Reviews



This fine collaboration between Carolyn Dufurrena and mother-in-law Linda Dufurrena provides an
insightful and personal look at ranch life in northern Nevada. --Western HorsemanThis well-made
and heartfelt book is at once a primer in high desert ranching, a salute to the stark beauty of this
empty country and the people who work it, and alas an elegy to a culture that is disappearing.
--Journal of the WestReaders of Fifty Miles will likely be seduced by Carolyn s writings and equally,
or even more, by Linda s exquisite and creative photography. --Klamath Falls Herald and News

--This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Linda Dufurrena is a widely exhibited and published Nevada photographer who specializes in
depictions of rural Nevada scenery and of traditional ranch life. Carolyn Dufurrena is a writer and
teacher who came to Nevada as a geologist. Her articles on ranch life and regional topics have

appeared in Range Magazine, and her poetry and essays have been anthologized.

Good Reading

Wonderful pictures and a good story about life on the range..

| bought this for a friend who lives in France so they could see what the West looks like. The

photography is wonderful

Beautiful photos, beautiful descriptions of ranch life on the Black Rock Desert.

This is a wonderful book. The pictures of the Nevada landscape, from a very talented photographer
who sees light in a magical way, are exceptionally beautiful. Particularly touching are the
photographs of the authors’ family and other workers at their ranch; one could wish that more of
these very personal shots had been included.The text is a perfect match for the photographs,
conveying the flavor of life on the ranch and the exceptionally close family ties that develop when
three generations work together with a common purpose. The reader is left hoping that this very
exceptional environment and life style can be maintained in the generations to come; however there
is a poignant description of the forces working against this outcome.This Nevada ranch is a unique
spot: the book makes an excellent gift for anyone (particularly western fans) who may not have the

opportunity to visit the area in person. Highly recommended.
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